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simply granted leave to go home, and there the matter
might have rested but for the injudicious conduct of his
sanguine young admirer, Lord Lisle. The Parliament
was about to send reinforcements into Ulster, and the
choice of a commander lay between the Scotchman
Munroe and Lisle. Munroe's recommendation was his
influence with the old Scotch colonists, while Lisle
claimed that he could command the services of Monk,
and through him half Ormonde's army. Lord Digby,
the King's Secretary of State, although his good opinion
of Monk was unshaken by the rumours he heard, still
took the precaution of warning Ormonde, and writing in
the Bang's name a very flattering letter to the colonel
himself. So far all was well His spotless integrity
was enough to lift him above every suspicion. Ormonde
seems still to have had enough confidence in him to allow
him to sail with the troops to Chester, when somehow
he got to know that, a special messenger from Pym him-
self had arrived in Dublin to urge Monk to prevent the
troops joining the King.

It now was impossible for Ormonde to ignore the
danger of the injured colonel's power for evil so long as
he remained with the army, and he felt it his duty to send
him to Bristol under arrest. Instructions went with
him that he should be confined till further orders from
Oxford, whither the Lieutenant-General sent a report of
the step he had taken. "In the meantime," he says in
his letter to Sir Francis Hawley, the governor of Bristol,
" I must assure you that Colonel Monk is a person very
well deserved of this kingdom, and that there is no un-
worthy thing laid to his charge, therefore I desire you
to use him with all possible civility."city that he took no further step. Monk wase should be
